iv                                PREFACE
Further, since the positive literary virtues are not to be
taught by brief quotation, nor otherwise attained than by
improving the gifts of nature with wide or careful reading,
whereas something may really be done for the negative
virtues by mere exhibition of what should be avoided, the
examples collected have had to be examples of the bad and
not of the good. To this it must be added that a considerable
proportion of the newspaper extracts are, as is sometimes
apparent, not from the editorial, but from the correspondence
columns ; the names attached are merely an assurance that
the passages have actually appeared in print, and not been
now invented to point a moral.
The especial thanks of the compilers are offered to
Dr. Bradley, joint editor of the Oxford English Dictionary,
who has been good enough to inspect the proof sheets, and
whose many valuable suggestions have led to the removal of
some too unqualified statements, some confused exposition,
and some positive mistakes, It is due to him, however, to
say that his warnings have now and then been disregarded,
when it seemed that brevity or some other advantage could
be secured without great risk of misunderstanding.
The Oxford English Dictionary itself has been of much
service. On all questions of vocabulary, even if so slightly
handled as in the first chapter of this book, that great work
is now indispensable.
H. W. F.
F. G, F.
PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION
IN this edition new examples have been added or substituted
here and there.